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Publishers Note 



We praise Allah tkat He enabled us to publish many books 
on religious topics in tke Arabic, Urdu and English languages 
which acclaimed great popularity in Arab countries as well as in 
America, France and other European countries besides Pakistan, 
India and many A/rican countries. 

We try to present publications based on authentic research 
material in accordance with tke Qur'an and Sunrtak, and jree 
from every type of vague conception, weak authority and false 
ideas. 

We had published Riyadus-Salikeen with the same spirit and 
tradition of good research work, professional editing and 
excellent printing standard. 

The book was compiled by Imam An-Nawawi who was the 
great scholar of Hadith and Fiqh of his time. Commentaries 
on the Ahadith have been added by Haf z Salahuddin Yusuf 
of Pakistan who had originally executed them for tke Urdu 
edition of this book, the English translation of the book and 
the commentaries were revised and edited by Mahmoud Rida 
Murad who performed his task with utmost care and profound 
interest* 

Now we are publishing a selection of Ahadith from Riyadus- 
Salikeen. the selection has been made by Sheikh Saf ur- Rahman 
Mubarakpuri who is a well known scholar of Islam. He has 
selected the Ahadith keeping in view the problems of our times* 

We, hopefully can proclaim that it is the best representation of 
Riyadus-Saliheen overproduced in any language any where. May 
Allah accept our sincere efforts regarding the propagation of His 
religion throughout tke world, and bestow on us His blessings to 
fulfil our resolutions in this regard — Ameen ! 
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Abdul Malik Mujakid 

General Manager Darussalam 



A Short Biographical Sketch of Imam Nawawi 
Birth and Birth Place: 

The complete name of Imam Nawawi is Abu Zakariya Mohyuddin 
Yahya, son of Sharaf An-Nawawi, son of Murry, son of Hasan, 
son of Husain, son of Muhammad, son of Jumuah, son of Hizam. 
Nawawi refers to Nawa, a place near Damascus, in the suburb of 
the city of Hawran. One of his ancestors named Hizam had settled 
at this place. Imam Nawawi was born at Nawa in the year 631 
A.H. His father, a virtuous and pious man, resolved to arrange for 
proper and befitting education as he had discovered the symptoms 
of heavenly intelligence and wisdom in his promising child at an 
early stage. 

Shaikh Yasin bin Yousuf Marakashi, a saintly figure of Nawa 
said: “I saw Imam Nawawi at Nawa when he was a youth of ten 
years of age. Other boys of his age used to force him to play 
with them, but Imam Nawawi would always avoid the play and 
would remain busy with the recitation of the Noble Qur’an. When 
they tried to domineer and insisted on his joining their games, he 
bewailed and expressed his no concern over their foolish action, 
on observing his sagacity and profundity, a special love and 
affection developed in my heart for young Nawawi. I approached 
his teacher and urged him to take exceptional care of this lad as 
he was to become a great religious scholar and most pious saint 
of future. His teacher asked whether I was a soothsayer or an 
astrologer, I told him I was neither a soothsayer nor an astrologer 
but Allah caused me to utter these words.” His teacher conveyed 
this incident to Imam’s father and he keeping in view the learning 
quest of his son, decided to dedicate the life of his son for the 
service and promotion of the cause of Islamic Faith, in a short 
period, Nawawi learnt to read the Noble Qur’an and by that time 
he nearly had attained puberty. Nawa had no academic or scholarly 
atmosphere and there were no religious academies or institutes 
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having illustrious and glorious aims regarding propagation of' 
Faith. Celebrated Sheikh Mohyuddin expresses his impression 
about Imam Nawawi as thus: 

“Imam Nawawi had three distinctive commendable qualities in his 
person. If anybody have only one out of these three, people return 
to him in abundance for guidance. First, having knowledge and 
its dissemination. Second, to evade completely from the worldly 
inclinations, and the third, inviting to all that is good (Islam) 
enjoining Al-Ma‘ruf [i.e., Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam 
orders one to do] and forbidding Al-Munkar [polytheism and 
disbelief and all that Islam has forbidden]. Imam Nawawi had all 
three in him.” 

His Works and his Death; 

The learned Imam had a very short life but even during this 
short period, he had written a large number of books on different 
subjects. Every work of the Imam is a masterwork and a treasure 
of knowledge. Hundreds and thousands of people benefit from 
these works. 

Some of the Prestigious Works of Imam Nawawi are: 

Commentary on Sahih Al-Bukhari, Al-Minhaj fi Sharh Sahih 
Muslim, Riyadus-Saliheen, Kitabur-Raudah, Commentary on 
Mohadhdhab, Tahdhibul-Asma was- Si fat, Kitabul-Adhkar, 
Arba‘een, At-Taqrceb fi Ilmil-Hadith wal-Irshad fihi, Kitabul- 
Mubhamat, At-Tibyan, Al-Idah fi Manasikil-Hajj, Sharh Sahih Al- 
Bukhari (Naqis), Sharh Sunan Abi Dawud (Naqis), Tabaqat Ash- 
Shafi‘iyah, Muhi m matul- Ahkam , Manaqibush-Shafi'i, Bustanul- 
Arifeen, Al-Khulasalu fil-Hadilh, Mukhtasar At-Tirmidhi, Al- 
Masa’il Al-Manthurah, Al-‘Umdah fi Tashihit-Tanbih and others. 

After spending 28 years of age. Imam Nawawi returned to his 
hometown. Soon after his arrival at Nawa, he fell ill and died. 
Imam Nawaw r i is still living in the hearts of Muslims. His works 
are of everlasting value. May Allah bless him. Amecn 
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1 begin with the Name of 
Allah, the Most Gracious, 
the Most Merciful. 
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Sincerity / 1/ul ^Su/nil/cance c/ /nieniiCns 
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Allah, the Exalted, says: 

"And they were commanded not, but that they should worship 
Allah, and worship none but Him Alone (abstaining from ascribing 
partners to Him), and perform As- Salat (Iqamalas-Salat) and give 
/.akat . and that is the right religion.” (98:5) 

It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah, but it is 
piety from you that reaches Him.” (22:37) 

"Say (O Muhammad % ): Whether you hide what is in your breasts 
or reveal it, Allah knows it.” (3:29) 
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1 (1). ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab 4® 
reported: Messenger of Allah K said, 
“The deeds are considered by the 
intentions, and a person will get the 
reward according to his intention. 
So whoever emigrated for Allah and 
Ffis Messenger, his emigration will 
be for Allah and His Messenger; 
and whoever emigrated for worldly 
benefits or for a woman to marry, 
his emigration would be for what 
he emigrated for.” Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim] 1 


1- According to some Ahadith , the reason for 
this Hadith is that a person sent a proposal of 
marriage to a woman named Umm Qais, w hich 
she turned down saying that he should have to 
emigrate to Al-Madinah for it. Accordingly, he 
did it for this specific purpose, and the two were 
married there. On account of this event, the man 
came to be known among the Companions as 
Muhajir Umm Qais . 

On the basis of this Hadith , ‘Ularna 1 are of the 
unanimous opinion that the real basis of one's 
actions is Niyyah (intention) and everyone will 
be requited according to his Niyyah. 

The point which becomes evident from this 
Hadith is that Ikhlas (sincerity) is a must for 
every action. 
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2 (2). ‘Aishah # reported: Messenger of Allah M said, “An army will 
raid the Ra‘bah and when it reaches a desert land, all of them will be 
swallowed up by the earth.” She asked; “O Messenger of Allah! Why 
all of them?” He answered, “All of them will be swallowed by the earth 
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but they will be raised for Judgement according to their intentions.’ 
Bukhari and Muslim] 1 


[Al- 


I i very one will be rewarded or punished according to his aim and intention. This Hadith also 
p* ■ that the company of depraved persons is extremely dangerous. Whose array would it be, 
* I u h has been referred to in the Hadith , and when will it invade Ka bah, is a matter known to 
VI fill Alone. Such prophecies arc a part of the Unseen world. Since they come in the category of 
Ibe miracles of the Prophet M , il is necessary to believe in their veracity and occurrence. Believing 
it aieh prophesies is also essential because they were revealed by Allah. 


3(H) Abu Musa Al-Ash‘ari reported 
tli . 1 1 Messenger of Allah M was asked 
.1 bo Lit who fights in the battlefield 
"in of valour, or out of zeal, or out of 
hypocrisy, which of this is considered 
as fighting in the cause of Allah? He 
NJ id: “He who fights in order that the 
Word of Allah remains the supreme, is 
. "iisidered as fighting in the cause of 
Allah.” [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] 
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4(1 ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas ^ reported: 
M monger of Allah JS said that Allah, 
(lie Glorious, said: “Verily, Allah M has 
on l. icd that the good and the bad deeds 
be written down. Then He explained it 
di .uly how (to write): He who intends 
I" do a good deed but he does not do it, 
tin ■ \ I lab records it for him as a full good 
«“ ‘at but if he carries out his intention, 
1 ■ \llah the Exalted, writes it down for 

mi as from ten to seven hundred folds, 
•ml > \L'n more. But if he intends to do an 
evil . ict and has not done it, then Allah 
v hU's it down with Him as a full good 
dc» tl but if he intends it and has done it, 
Allah writes it down as one bad deed,” 
IAI Hiikhari and Muslim ]’ 

l \W the Prophet & relates to Allah is called Hadith 
Dudfel Sacred Tradition). Such Hadith is revealed to the 
fiiipli 1 ft by means of Ilham (inspiration). 
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Scholars said: II is necessary to repent from every sin. If the offense 
involves the Right of Allah, not a human, then there are three 
conditions to be met in order that repentance be accepted by Allah: 

1- To desist from committing it. 

2- To feel sorry for committing it. 

3- To decide not to recommit it. 
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0 repentance failing to 
et any of these three 
i.hl tons, would not be 

Miund. 

it if (he sin involves a 
man's right, it requires 
fourth condition, i.e., to 
■solve on sc If from such 
hi If if is a properly, he 
1 1 Id return it to its rightful 
nor. If it is slandering or 
k hi ling, one should ask 
pardon of the offended. 

■ ic should also repent from 
ans. If he repents from 
no. his repentance would 
il be sound according 
the people of sound 
owledge. He should, 
never, repent from the 
Scriptural proofs 
mi the Book and the 
■nnah and the consensus 

1 he scholars support the 
i mibency of repentance. 

ih. the Exalted, says: 

rid all of you beg Allah 
forgive you, O believers, 
a you may be successful.” 
C4:31) 

ck the forgiveness of 
an It abb , and turn to Him 
> pentanee.” (1 1:3) 

’ > you who believe! 
i uni to Allah with sincere 
vi nance!” (66:8) 
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5 ( 14 ). Ai-Agharr bin Yasar Al-Muzani 
4&> narrated that the Messenger of Allah 
M said, “Turn you people in repentance 
to Allah and beg pardon of Him. I turn 
to Him in repentance a hundred times 
a day, 1 ’ [Muslim] 
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6 (15), Anas bin Malik Al-Ansari <#», 
the servant of the Messenger of Allah 
narrated: Messenger of Allah M said, 
“Verily, Allah is more delighted with 
the repentance of His slave than a 
person who lost his camel in a desert 
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Allah, the Exalted, says: 

“But no, by your Rabb , they can have no Faith, until they make 
you (O Muhammad 38 ) judge in all disputes between them, and 
find in themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept 
(them) with full submission.” (4:65) 

“The only saying of the faithful believers, when they are called 
to Allah (His Words, the Qur’an) and His Messenger (it), to judge 
between them, is that they say: ‘We hear and we obey.’ And such 
are the successful (who will live forever in Jannah ).” (24:5 1) 
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Chapter 1 6- QBE PIERCE TO THE COHlfflUriD OF Allah 



V) ( 1 68). Abu Hurairah 4& reported: 
When it was revealed to Messenger 
of Allah & : “To Allah belongs all 
( hat is in the heavens and all that 
is on the earth, and whether you 
disclose what is in your own selves 
nr conceal it, Allah will call you to 
account for it.” the Companions 
of Messenger of Allah if felt it 
hard and severe and they came 
to Messenger of Allah % and sat 
down on their knees and said: 
“Q Messenger of Allah, we were 
•issigned some duties which were 
within our power to perform, such 
.is Salat (prayer), Saunt (fasting). 
Jihad (striving in the Cause of 
Allah), Sadaqah (charity). Then 
this (the above mentioned) Verse 
was revealed to you and it is 
beyond our power to live up to it.” 
Messenger of Allah 38 said, “Do 
\ ou want to say what the people of 
two Books (Jews and Christians) 
said before you: ‘We hear and 
disobey?’ You should rather say: 
‘We hear and we obey, we seek 
forgiveness, our Rabb and unto 
You is the return.’” And they said: 
"We hear and we obey, (we seek) 
Your forgiveness, our Rabb ! And 
unto You is the return.” When the 
people recited it and it smoothly 
(lowed on their tongues, then Allah 
revealed immediately afterwards: 
"The Messenger (Muhammad 38) 


:jli tile- eul ti'Ji'j* jJ ji QtA) o \ 

oljUDl j U ji} :■& M Jji) jc JJjS (3 

ijiit )i p is wAll Jj U Ijiii Oi) Jgi\ (js L*) 
dji X±\ [TAi ijijl] sJH \ {jil Aj 

<g mIi! j i^j \$& *38 Mill Jji) je 
U& jll jj) $ lljlSi yfjlt £ \pj> p 
fCH \j Slij-lj :je^ li JUi^l j* 

.ipLj % L;Sl . j> iUi* cJj' “ti) iilil) 
j\S Uff \jj& jl Oj-jj'' :*» * jl' J .jLj jli 

) j Tll.j i jrf) \ in « ..I 1 - ^ — 1 ( : > j* gjjliSOl 

id)) US) JUljii USJs!) ULp, :'jji 
.J^2\ jdj) US) tiU'jii uasfj U^U rtjli 
jtl jj: yjSpJ ip UJS) p)iil lifjtil UJi 
j# sA J/ Ua j^jlt Jp} 4 jU5 

A~j) Al£=0^U) AjjL jS" jJJ) Aj) 

Ui*l Ijli) aU) jA Jtil OH jyd S AJjj) 

ijjj uli ( jd}) u?) iui> A u^S) 

i j>) )e aJj! j)iii t jlij aIi! jiJj 

u ij i^i) ^ uii jit Jkj S} 
)' u*J jl uUi^ S uS) u i^li.) 
US' Jje S) US)} pu : j\S {lily.' 

S) US)} pu : jlS {Uji ^ 3* jl je ^ 
lie ^el)} pi :JlS {aa id UUJ S U UJuj 
,*pj( je Upkili uif U>)l) UJ )Afcl) 

.puui^.pujii^sji 






